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FROM the DIRECTOR
This has been quite a year for Archives and Records
Management. As of July 1 we moved from the Office of
the Chancellor to the University Libraries. Those of you
who have been around long enough know that Archives
was originally part of the Libraries, but was moved to the
Office of the Chancellor in 1990 when the new business
function of Records Management was added to the
department. This is an organizational restructuring, not
a physical one, since our headquarters have been in Bird
Library all along anyway.
So what does this mean for us and for you? It actually
means no immediate adjustment to our role of preserving the history of the
University and providing advice on the management of records. Archives will
continue to respond to questions from staff and alumni regarding the history of the
University, and to provide support to students and faculty for classes and projects.
On the Records Management side, the Records Center at the Hawkins Building
continues to operate, offering storage to departments for records that need to be
retained for legal reasons.
Joining the Library is providing support that we didn’t have access to before.
I have joined the Interim Dean’s executive team, and our staff are becoming
members of other teams and working groups in the Libraries. We expect to
receive assistance with a redo of our web site in the future, and may be able to
resolve some of our space issues. We will also hopefully be able to piggy-back on
digitization efforts already underway in the Libraries.
Change is often fraught with anxiety, and there was of course some trepidation
on both sides, but I think we’ve settled into a good strong working relationship
that will benefit the Libraries as well as Archives and Records Management.
—Ed Galvin, Director

Mystery Photo
Here’s something you can
no longer see on campus.
Can you tell where these
impressive stairs once
stood? Visit our web site,
archives.syr.edu, to find out
where they were and for
more photographs and
information.

Junius Woods
Stevens Papers
Donated to Archives
by Family

Original University Alma Mater

Junius Woods Stevens (1873-1947) earned
a bachelor’s degree in English from Syracuse
University in 1895, but he’s better known as
the author of the University’s Alma Mater.
Stevens’ original copy of the Alma Mater
was donated to the Archives by his son,
Ford Stevens, in 1987. This past summer, the
Archives was fortunate to receive additional
materials from his grandsons, Jim and Woodie
Stevens. All these materials now make up the
Junius Woods Stevens Papers.
Stevens was born and raised in Central
New York. While a student at Syracuse
University, he was asked by the University’s
Glee Club to write a song about Syracuse. In a
(cont’d on page 2)
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100 Years Ago in
The Syracuse Daily Orange
September 21, 1914

AN OLD CUSTOM IS FAST DYING
Dean Frank Smalley is trying to revive interest in the custom of
singing on the stairs of the Hall Of Languages immediately after
the chapel exercises each morning.
“The custom of singing on the stairs,” said Dean Smalley,
Saturday, “is as old as the University itself. When the College
of Liberal Arts was transferred from the Myers Block to the
present building on May 8, 1873, the men gathered at the
bottom of the stairs after the first chapel exercises and sang
the College songs.”
Dean Smalley was a member of the junior class at that
time. He believes that the practice of singing on the stairs
already existed when the College was located in the Myers
Block. Dean Smalley says that the singing on the stairs is
one of the happiest memories of the graduates of the College
of Liberal Arts. He says that an alumnus of the College
invariably speaks of the singing on the stairs, when he visits
the University.
The Dean is pleased with the interest which the men
have shown in regard to the custom this year. Last year in
spite of his efforts to arouse their interest, the practice nearly
died out. He believes that the rivalry shown by each class
in trying to outdo the other classes in singing and yelling

Exhibitions and
Displays
Visit the Archives online exhibition
pages at archives.syr.edu/exhibits/
The displays listed below will be in
place until January 2015.
Crouse-Hinds Hall
SU’s Longest Tradition: 125th
Anniversary of Crouse College
Chimes
Goldstein Alumni and
Faculty Center
Syracuse University Marching Band
Uniform, circa 2000
Lubin House (New York City)
Wish You Were Here: Vintage
Postcards from the SU Archives

is one of the best
expressions of class
spirit.
“Sometimes
some of the
women’s
organizations hold
their meetings in
the chapel after
the morning
services,”
continued Dean
Smalley, “and the Pre-renovation sta
ircase in
men do not like to (Archives Image 08-0211) Hall of Languages
disturb them. Some
mornings the services last longer
than usual and there is no time for singing, but nearly always
several minutes are left in which the men could sing the
Syracuse songs and give the class and college yells. Singing
on the stairs is a pleasant custom and I hate to see it die out.”

Stevens Papers Donated to Archives
(cont’d from page 1)

letter written decades later, Stevens described how an evening
walk across campus inspired him: “I had often noticed how
the setting sun lighted up the walls of Crouse College long
after dusk has fallen over the city and the valley. As I walked
through the empty streets the words of a song took shape
in my mind.” Stevens originally titled his composition the
“Syracuse University Song” and wrote the lyrics to the tune of
“Annie Lisle,” a popular Irish melody used in other universities’
alma maters. The Glee Club first performed the song at a
concert on March 15, 1893 at the Wieting Opera House, and
its lyrics struck a chord with Syracuse students. According to
Stevens’ letter, many of the male students “used to gather
Junius Stevens
each morning outside the door of the old chapel on the third
(Archives Image 14-0690)
floor of the Hall of Languages” to sing the song. Throughout
the 1890s other songs were submitted as possible alma maters,
but Stevens’ composition was the most popular with students
and alumni alike, and eventually it received the distinction of
being named Syracuse University’s official alma mater.
After graduation, Stevens became an English teacher in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. He
taught for 49 years.
Graduate student Steffi Chappell processed the Junius Woods Stevens Papers and made a
finding aid, which can be accessed online: archives.syr.edu/collections/alumni/sua_stevens_j.
htm. A digital image of the Alma Mater may be viewed via this finding aid as well as a
biography of Stevens. The papers document Stevens’ personal and professional life. Materials
from his younger days include grade school work, diplomas, and items from his time at Syracuse
University. The papers also contain materials from his teaching career, published and unpublished
examples of Stevens’ writing, correspondence, photographs, printed materials, and a scrapbook
full of newspaper clippings and writings.
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Recent Additions
Since the previous newsletter Archives
has received a number of new additions
including:
• Addition to the papers of Prof. Margaret
Charters, Consumer Studies
• Pan Am 103: “The Lost Son” 2014 BBC
documentary about Ken Bissett’s birth
mother’s journey
• Campus Planning, Design and
Construction files
• Photograph album documenting
Syracuse University’s relationship with
Korea in 2002
• American Association of University
Professors – Syracuse Chapter records
• 16mm films of the 1941 Eastern
Intercollegiate Boxing Tournament held
at Syracuse University, donated by
Katherine Greenleaf, granddaughter of
Marc Terziev ‘41
• Files of Cleota Reed’s research on Fine
Arts professor Irene Sargent
• Pan Am 103: Mark Lawrence Tobin
Papers, donated by his siblings
• College of Human Development Dean
and Alumni Relations Vice President Jane
Lillestol Files
• Pages from scrapbook kept by Sonia
“Sunny” Dalrymple ‘55, ‘56 M.A.
• Syracuse Stage scripts
• Small pocket diary/datebook of Oscar
R. Whitford, Class of 1890, donated by
Claudia Patrny

History of Syracuse
University
Syracuse University,
a pictorial book
about the history of
SU, can be purchased
at the Syracuse
University Bookstore,
independent and
online retailers, as well
as through Arcadia
Publishing. Written
by three Archives’
staff - Ed Galvin,
Meg Mason, and Mary
O’Brien - the book has over 200 images
of Syracuse University, spanning over
140 years of University history, starting in
1870. A portion of the profits from sales
of the book will be used to support the
work of the University Archives.

New Donations to the Archives
The Syracuse University Archives averages about 200 new accessions annually. Many
are of scholarly interest or document the inner workings of the University’s
departments, schools, and colleges. We provide a list of some in each newsletter, but
some are more interesting and warrant a few words. As always we thank the donors
who keep the Archives fresh and the past alive.
A few months ago, June
Ryan generously donated a
photograph of the Syracuse
University track team to
the Archives. In the image
are Charles Reidpath,
Preston D. Fogg, Ernest
G. Champlin, Harold R.
Waldron (all Class of 1912)
and Coach Thomas Keane.
The Archives is especially
excited to have this
photograph not only because
it’s beautiful and in good
condition but also because
Reidpath was a winner of
Syracuse University track team (Archives Image 14-0710)
two gold medals at the
1912 Summer Olympics.
During renovations made to the Chancellor’s House in the spring, University staff
came upon a mysterious blue sign, measuring about two feet long. It reads
“Chancellor’s Booth” in orange letters. No one knows anything about the sign, but
the Archives wonders if it hung in the seating area reserved for the Chancellor in
Archbold Stadium.
An unusual number of other
memorabilia were donated to the
Archives over the last few months.
Linda Law donated a nurse’s cape
worn by her mother, Dorothy Neher,
who received a nursing certificate from
Syracuse University in 1943. Marching Chancellor’s Booth Sign
band uniforms and photographs were
given to the Archives by the
University’s chapter of Kappa Kappa Psi, the honorary marching band fraternity.
Carol Sable sent the Archives a lacrosse stick and paddle used by her grandfather,
Neil Hosley, Class of 1924, ESF. The Traditions Commission placed a time capsule
in the Archives’ safekeeping until the box, filled with SU memorabilia, is opened
during the University’s 200th founding anniversary.
Last but not least is a football
signed by members of the 1959
Syracuse University football team
and coaching staff. Signatures
include Ernie Davis and Coach
Ben Schwartzwalder. It was won
by Greta Anne Chamberlain Vairo
as a door prize at a dance. The
football was generously donated
to the Archives by Priscilla Vairo
Archambo and Carl A. Vairo, in
memory of their parents, John D.
Signed football from 1959
Vairo and Greta Chamberlain Vairo.
The Athletics Office has plans to
put it on display.
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Winchell Hall

Demolished 30 years ago,
Winchell Hall Dormitory
Winchell Hall (Archives Image 13-0408)
for Women was the first
dormitory to be built on
campus. Located at 301
University Place, on the
northeast corner of University
Ave. and University
Place, it was constructed
of red brick and Indiana
limestone in a modified
Renaissance style. Named
for Alexander Winchell,
Syracuse University’s first
Demolition of Winchell Hall, 1984
Chancellor (1872-1874), it was (Archives Image 13-0084)
occupied in 1900 and marked the first time that campus
buildings formally crossed University Place. Winchell Hall
was demolished in 1984 to make room for the Schine Student
Center.
The Archives maintains a listing of Syracuse University
buildings, past and present, on our website at archives.syr.edu/
buildings/

Gifts and Donations
The Archives benefits from the generosity of the Syracuse
University community. Donations of documents, scrapbooks,
photographs, and memorabilia that help to tell the story of the
University, its students, faculty, and staff are always welcome.
If you have materials to donate, please contact the University
Archives at 315.443.3335 or at archives@syr.edu.
In addition, funding opportunities exist that help
the Archives with its efforts to process and preserve the
history of Syracuse University. To discuss planned giving
opportunities please contact Ronald Thiele, Assistant Dean for
Advancement at 315.443.2537 or by email at rlthiele@syr.edu.

Farewell Cara!
Many of you have already heard the
news that Cara Howe, Assistant Archivist
for the Pan Am Flight 103 Archives,
left to take on the role of Curator of
Historic Collections for Upstate Medical
University here in Syracuse. Her last
day with us was June 27. This is an
exciting opportunity for her and we
here at Syracuse University wish her the best. She will always
be part of our Archives family and forever a part of the Pan Am
103 community. Plans are underway to find a replacement and a
search committee has been formed.
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